
Stay Informed 
Local TV and Radio 
Monitor NOAA Weather Radio 
(162.475 MHZ) 
www.weather.gov/pueblo 
Dial 2-1-1 for emergency information 
www.ppunitedway.org/ourimpact/dia
l211 
Follow the latest news on Twitter: 
@epcpio 
 

Listen for the latest flood 
watches, advisories, and 
warnings. 
 A watch indicates that life-

threatening flooding is possible 
within the designated watch area. 

 An advisory indicates that life-
threatening flooding of drainage 
areas, roadways, and low-lying 
areas is occurring or is imminent. 

 A warning indicates that life-
threatening flash flooding or 
flooding has been reported or is 
imminent and necessary 
precautions should be taken at 
once.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

El  Paso  County  wants  you  to  be  prepared for any 

flooding or debris flow situations.  Because of the 

significant  damage  incurred  from  recent fires, flooding is 

not a matter of if, but of when. The information provided  

here will  help you to determine your personal flood risk 

and to make an emergency response plan for your  

household. We want you to be equipped with the tools you 

need to  help you  make the  best decisions  possible in an 

emergency,  increasing  your  ability to survive 

a disaster. 
 

 
 

Preparing makes sense 
 

Take the time to plan for how you will take care of yourself and your family 

during a flash flood or debris flow emergency.   Debris flows and flooding can 

happen very quickly and you may need to take action before an "official" 

warning  is issued! 

 
BY PLANNING AHEAD YOU CAN: 

 

 
Understand how a disaster may affect you and take steps to minimize those 

effects now. Reduce fear and anxiety by knowing what to do. 

 
Be self-sufficient for three to five days if first responders can't reach you 

immediately after a disaster. 

 
Be ready to help others and allow first responders to help those in the most 

immediate life-threatening situations. 

 

 

www .elpasoco.corn 

 

http://www.weather.gov/pueblo
http://www.ppunitedway.org/ourimpact/dial211
http://www.ppunitedway.org/ourimpact/dial211
http://www.elpasoco.corn/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sign up for Emergency 
Messages 

Go to: www.elpasoteller911.org 

and sign up to receive calls to 

your home, business or cell 

phones, and text messages. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

El Paso County Office of 
Emergency Management 

www.epcoem.com 
(719) 575-8400 

 
 

Learn more! 
Emergency 

preparedness classes 
are offered free to 

individuals and groups. 
Visit www.epccert.org 
for the schedule and 
more information. 

 

 

 

http://www.elpasoteller911.org/
http://www.epcoem.com/
http://www.epccert.org/


 

 
www .elpasoco.com 

Know Your Risk: Learn where your home is in relation to flood-prone 
areas and probable flash flooding pathways. Is your work, school, or 

daily transportation route in a high-risk area? 

http://www.elpasoco.com/


 

Checklist 
 

DETERMINE YOUR RISK 

o Determine your personal flood risk. This will help you determine if 

you should shelter in place or move to higher ground during a flood. 

(See "Move Up" or "Shelter-in-Place") 

o Determine and prepare a shelter-in-place location and a location to go if 

you must seek higher ground away from your home or business. 
 
PREPARE YOUR FAMILY 

o Build an emergency kit with supplies to last for up to 72 hours. 

o Visit www.elpasoco.com for emergency supply lists. 

o Choose two locations that are at a higher elevation or outside of main 

water pathways, such as a neighbor's house, and arrange to go there 

if there is a flood. 

o Determine your safest route to higher ground from your home. Avoid 

crossing low-lying areas to reach higher ground. 

o Have a household meeting to discuss and practice your emergency 

plan. 

o Talk with employers and schools about their emergency response 

plan and include in your family plan. 
 
COMMUNICATION 

o Sign up to receive free emergency alerts on home, work or cell phones, 

text messages and email. Go to www.elpasoteller911.org to register your 

phone numbers. 

o Download a "family communication plan" from readycolorado.com. 

Plan how your family will stay in contact if you are separated. Identify two 

family meeting places: the first should be near your home at a higher 

elevation; the second should be outside your neighborhood in case you 

cannot return home. 
 
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY AND PROPERTY 

o Review insurance policies before disaster strikes. Make sure policies are 

current and be certain they meet your needs. Homeowner's insurance 

policies do not include flood insurance. It takes 30 days for flood 

insurance coverage to go into effect, so don't delay in getting coverage! 

www.floodsmart.gov or call 1.888.379.9531. 

o Review life insurance policies and consider an emergency savings 

account that could be used in any crisis. 

o Make copies of important documents (bank account information, policy 

numbers) and keep them in a fire-safe box, secure a duplicate set in a 

location other than your home, and/or send another set to an out-of-town 

relative. 
 
DISCUSS HOUSEHOLD NEEDS & DISABILITIES 

o Download a copy of the "household worksheet" from 
readycolorado.com. 

o Consider ways to help neighbors who may need assistance, such 

as the elderly or disabled. 

o If you or a family member has a disability, access, or special 

functional need, you may need to take extra steps to protect yourself 

and your household in an emergency. 

o Download one of the plans for "people with disabilities" from 
readycolorado.com. 

o Make arrangements for pets. Pets are not allowed in public shelters. 
Service. Service animals for those who depend on them are allowed. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

El Paso County 
Office of Emergency 
Management 
3755 Mark Dabling Blvd. 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80907  
(719) 651-7766 
www.epcoem.com 

http://www.elpasoco.com/
http://www.elpasoteller911.org/
http://www.floodsmart.gov/
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